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Governor M. Jodi Rell  
and the University’s  
100th Commencement
The University of Bridgeport celebrated its 100th Commencement on May 8. On that beautiful 
spring morning, as I handed out each diploma, I thought of what the University of Bridgeport 
has meant to so many people over its 83 years. Commencement never becomes routine. Each 
ceremony, like every wedding and every birth, renews hope. Not only are our graduates and their 
families marking a significant milestone, but UB is taking another forward step in its mission 
—launching new leaders into a world where their contributions are so badly needed. Despite all 
the problems in our world, our idealistic young graduates are well prepared and well motivated 
by their experiences at UB to take on whatever life brings.
In the match between the world of problems and the resources of our graduates, I will bet 
on our alumni to win. Our students are not only prepared by their studies to be innovative and 
successful members of their professions, but by living in our richly diverse community they have 
learned how to build collaborative relationships. The recent economic and environmental crises 
remind us that the most serious problems we face are transnational and can only be effectively 
addressed by those who know how to work and think across boundaries. As the testimonials 
from alumni featured in this issue of Knightlines affirm, students leave UB able to confidently 
enter a global economy, compete, and lead.
The new UB-UConn partnership in pharmacology is just a first in what will surely be many 
public-private partnerships. Such cooperation was once rare, but collaboration of institutions 
and the melding of disciplines are now understood as increasingly necessary. From its earliest  
days, UB has often been at the forefront of such innovation. The University is pursuing a  
determined quest to provide new opportunities for our students – and also for our faculty – and  
to keep them affordable, accessible, and at the cutting edge of excellence. These are in fact  
the three key goals for higher education stressed by both the U.S. Department of Education  
and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, our accrediting agency. 
As we honor the achievements of the Class of 2010, I am sure you will reflect upon your 
own graduation and what it has meant to you. The University affirms its continuing commitment 
to providing the greatest educational opportunity to the Class of 2011 and those beyond.  
I know that together, the University and its alumni will celebrate future commencements  
with the same sense of accomplishment and joy as we did in 2010. 
With best wishes to you and your family for a wonderful summer,
      Neil Albert Salonen
      President
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Remembering students this summer 
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   Arthur C. Fischer ’74






   Kurt Weseman ’07
	 	 	 Meriden,	CT





















   Claire (La Pia) Criscuolo ’75












   Rocco P. Clericuzio ’86
























   Barbara DeFabio
	 	 	 Danvers,	MA
Knightlines	welcomes your letters! 
Please note that they may be edited for length, 
clarity, style, or accuracy. Send them to Letters  
to the Editor, Knightlines, Cortright Hall, 
219 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604 or 
knightlines@bridgpeort.edu. Please be sure to 
include your full name, contact information,  
and UB class year (if applicable).
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and art lover Shintaro Akatsu 
gives $2 million for a revamped 
design school. 
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More than 1,600 students graduate and Governor M. Jodi Rell receives  
                       an honorary degree at the University’s 100th Commencement    By Leslie Geary
Grand Finale



















More than 1,600 students graduate and Governor M. Jodi Rell receives  
                       an honorary degree at the University’s 100th Commencement    By Leslie Geary
Grand Finale (continued on page 6)
Right: Smiles for two of 
UB’s newest grads. 
Below: More than 1,600 
received diplomas on May 8.














Commencement speaker Nicole Fiscella and Shintaro Akatsu 
’88, recipient of the Colin “Ben” Gun Award for Philanthropy
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Fond Memories
Happily ever after: Jeanie and Charles Stern, with grandkids, 
after 60 years of marriage 
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1940s
Jeanie Logan Stern ’47 
Then: Secretarial studies major. Member, Social 
Activities Committee. 
Notable moments: Junior College of Connecticut 
celebrates its 20th anniversary. World War II ends. GI Bill. 
Junior College of Connecticut is chartered to become the 
University of Bridgeport. 
Now: Recently celebrated her 60th wedding 




















The GI Bill. Wistaria Queens. Rock ’n’ Roll. Fraternities and football. 
Alumni recall seven decades that made the University what it is today.
By Meems Ellenberg and Leslie Geary


















Gail Fritz Brener ’62
Then: Dental hygiene major. Residential adviser 
at Cooper Hall.
Notable moments: Fones School opens new campus 
clinic. Martin Luther King Jr. speaks at UB. Presidential 
Commission on the Status of Women is established.




























Then: Business major. Student Council Treasurer. 
President, Sigma Lambda Chi. 
Now: Certified Public Accountant in Fairfield, CT. 
Member, UB Board of Alumni.
Notable moments: Arnold College merges with 































Then: Journalism major. Editor of the Scribe. 
Notable moments: Seals & Crofts and Loggins 
& Messina perform at Arnold Bernhard Center.  
Student protests. Robert Penn Warren delivers the  
Commencement Address. End of Vietnam War. 
Now: Borowski is executive editor of the Press 


















(continued on page 12)
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Then: Business major. Representative, 
Student Government Association.
Notable moments: Johnson and Brian Giedt ’91 
launch their first high-tech start-up. Movies at Cox  
Student Center. Iraq invades Kuwait. 




















Then: Theater major, English Literature minor. 
Vice President of Student Center Board of Directors.  
Vice President Student Council.
Notable moments: Cyndi Lauper and Meat Loaf 
perform on campus. Students stage sit-in at Wahlstrom 
Library. Scientists discover HIV.































Today: Double major in mathematics and natural science. 
Winner of the Gates Millennium Scholarship.
Notable moments: UB women’s gymnastics team wins 
its second national championship. Students raise nearly 
$8,000 for earthquake victims in Haiti and China. Student 
Government Association holds first online elections. 















Stephanie Rucker, from the class of 2010, won a scholarship created  
by Microsoft founder Bill Gates. 
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	 4.  Keep	in	touch!	Contact	the	Office	of	University
Relations	at	alumni@bridgeport.edu.
	 5.	 	Write	a	letter	to	the	editor	at	Knightlines.
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	 85.  Hire	a	School	of	Education	student	to	
tutor	your	child.





































	 71.  Invite	a	professor	to	talk	at	your	next	Rotary,	
Lions,	Garden	Club,	or	library	meeting.
	 72.  Get	cozy	in	some	nifty	purple	University	
of	Bridgeport	sweat	pants.
 73. 	Help	sponsor	a	named	scholarship.
	 74.  Carry	your	beach	gear	in	a	Purple	Knights	tote.
 75.  Hire	a	graphic	design	student	to	create	your	
business	cards	or	snazzy	up	your	Web	site.
	 76.  Finally	get	that	Master’s	Degree	.	.	.	at	UB.
 77. 	Honk	every	time	you	pass	a	UB	billboard	on	I-95.








	 82.  Attend	the	Senior	Exhibition	at	the	
University	Gallery.
	 83. Attend	graduation	services.











































UB’s Chamber Singers team up with Connecticut’s most  







































Marcel Ringold, Sam Hawkins,  
and Abraham DeSholel, of the UB  
Chamber Singers
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Stained glass windows  
by Jean Jacques Duval  
of France provided the 
perfect ambiance for the 
“Bach, Bernstein, and 
More” concert held at St. 
Mary Mother of the Re-
deemer Church in April.
(continued on page 20)
20












hear	“Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. / Domine Deus, 















































Left: UB choral director 
Frank Martignetti and  
the Chamber Singers at  
weekly rehearsals for  
the big concert
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Show time! UB’s Silva  
Vassileva lends her voice 
while (right) Frank  
Martignetti conducts the 
full choir and orchestra  
during the Bernstein Mass. 
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In April, the University honored some of its best students for their  
leadership, talent, and dedication to the school. This year, 11 received 
Student Leadership Awards. Recipients are chosen by their peers in  
a variety of categories.
Jashina Hunter (left) accepted 
an award for the Black Student  
Alliance from Kim Paoletto.
Edina Oestreicher (left) and 
student Gorana Goranic.
Student Consance Vickers (left) 
with Career Services Coordinator 
Toni Colognese. 
Yumin Wong (left) presented an 
award to Myung Jin Baldini. 
Chris O’Neill, an exuberant campus leader, received the 
President’s Award from President Neil Salonen. 
23
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Other award recipients included:
10 YEARS
Christine T. Arbogast-Woolard, Associate Dean  
and Clinic Director, College of Chiropractic
Thomas A. DeBrizzi, Accounting Director,  
Administration and Finance
Larry Eaddy, Housekeeper, Buildings and 
Grounds
Khaled M. Elleithy, Associate Dean,  
School of Engineering
Eleonore M. Herschberger, Senior Lecturer,  
College of Naturopathic Medicine
Cindy Hopkins, Dispatcher, Security
William Jassey, Director, International Programs, 
School of Education
Robert Kasparek, Housekeeper,  
Buildings and Grounds
Mark E. Mattie, Associate Professor,  
College of Naturopathic Medicine
Ricardo Olivares, Retail Manager,  
Dining Services 
Brian S. Quinn, Head Coach, Men’s Soccer
Yvrose Romulus, Academic Adviser,  
IDEAL, School of Continuing Education  
and Professional Studies
Asaad Samaan, Director, Conn Cap Program,  
School of Education
Patricia A. Sampieri, Internship and Co-Op  
Assistant, Fashion Merchandising, School  
of Business
15 YEARS
Henry E. Brown, Patrol Officer, Security
Rafael A. Gonzalez, Senior Patrol Officer, Security 
Marcia H. Lorentzen, Director of Clinical Affairs, 
Fones School of Dental Hygiene
Ausif Mahmood, Professor, Computer Science  
and Engineering
James Melita, Carpenter, Buildings and Grounds
Roxie L. Ray, Director, First Year Studies  
and Academic Resource Center
20 YEARS
Richard C. Harper, Director and Professor,  
MOD MAP, School of Education
Susan J. Kristie, School Administrative Manager, 
School of Engineering
Donna T. Phillips, Senior Lecturer, Counseling  
and Human Resources
Melville Riley, Recreation Supervisor,  
Wheeler Recreation Center
30 YEARS
Dixie J. Eaton, Supervisor, Office of the Bursar, 
Student Administrative Services
40 YEARS
Michael J. Autuori, Professor, School of Arts  
and Sciences





















Soon after he arrived at the University of Bridgeport 40 years  
ago, a student approached geology professor Dr. John Nicholas  
and questioned him about his title.
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Video-surveillance systems today monitor everything  
from ATM machines to subway systems to casino  
gambling floors. But if something awry occurs out of  







































UB to open a new  
Physician Assistant Institute 
The University’s Health Sciences is adding a new Physician Assistant Institute to its roster of colleges 
to train certified professionals in the evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of patients in primary care.
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The University honored David and Eunice Bigelow for their unflagging support of its students 
when it dedicated in May Wahlstrom Library’s state-of-the-art discovery pavilion in their name.
New learning center named after  
David and Eunice Bigelow
26








































The mission: build a machine that can be controlled via the Internet to scoop up sand, 
rocks, and other surface material from the moon for scientific discovery. 
News Lines
Let it roam! The lunar 
explorer, as created by  
UB engineering students.
Countdown to liftoff:  
UB engineering students 
recreate their lunar  
explorer before showing  
off the real model  



























































Entrepreneurs in Fairfield County finally will have a perfect incubator close to home to launch high-tech ventures, thanks to a 
new partnership between UB and Connecticut Innovations (CI), the state’s quasi- public authority for technology investing.
Gov. M. Jodi Rell and UB launch  
Fairfield County’s first business incubator 
Innovate  .  Cultivate  .  Accelerate @ University of Bridgeport









































































































































and Outsourcing: a Manager’s 
















































































































Senior	lecturer	Eric D. Lehman	focuses	his	latest	book,	Hamden: 


































find	helpful	advice	with Cash, Credit and Your Finances: The Teen 
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Most recent accomplishment: Cole	is	an	
award-winning	reporter	at	Fox	29,	the	Fox	
News	affiliate	in	Philadelphia.
As a student you studied history and you 
got an internship on Capitol Hill. Were  












Your publicity folks tell me that you 
started your career as the morning news 
anchor at WFSB in Hartford. How’d you get 

















Woodward and Bernstein were causing a stir 
when you were a teenager. Is Watergate the 













Covering city corruption for Fox 29 hasn’t 
made you the most popular guy in Philadelphia. 
The chief legislative aide to City Councilman 
W. Wilson Goode Jr. held up signs accusing 
Fox 29 of racism. Does that kind of exchange 
motivate you as a journalist because you’re 
making the powerful uncomfortable? Or are 
you upset to be embroiled in something so 













You’re one of six kids. I’d imagine those  





































































































































Would you like to share news  
of your own? We’re interested  
in what you’re doing, and so are 
your classmates! Contact:  
Knightlines, Cortright Hall, 
219 Park Avenue, Bridgeport,  
CT 06604 or knightlines@
bridgeport.edu. Be sure to  
include your full name, contact 





















Phyllis Marsilius, Dallas 
Molerin, Leo Plasczynski, 



















From left: Rebecca Salonen, 
Minako Akatsu, Shintaro Akatsu, 
and President Neil Salonen  
at graduation. 
From left: David Lenkowski ’73, 
Steve Perez ’82, and Dwayne Adams 
’80 attended the May 8 gathering 
for design school alumni at the 
newly renamed Shintaro Akatsu 
School of Design.
Karen and Paul Tamul, both 
from the Class of 1977, were 
among several UB alumni who 
caught gathered at the Cosmos 
Club in Washington, D.C. on 
April 15.
































































































































































Edmund Clark ’60 and 
Raynette Clark ’56 enjoy good 
conversation at the Cosmos 
Club alumni meet.
Carol Kammer ’61 chatted  
with a fellow alumnus at the 
Washington, D.C. event.
From left: Ian Welsch ’05 and  
wife, Andlan, Kiara Capaldi 
’09, Carolina Seron ’05, friends 
Amanda Veizaga and Mike  
Veizaga ’04, and Alex Suarez ’06 
caught up at an alumni event  
at the Rusty Pelican Restaurant 
in Miami, held in March.
33
UB  KNIGHTLINES  SUMMER 2010 
When he was 10 years old, Piotr Safronczyk knew he was a good swimmer 
when he made it onto his town’s swim team in his native Bialystok, Poland.
By Mike Patrick







































































Eclipsing rivals and dazzling fans, the women’s gymnastics team wins the U.S.A. Gymnastics  
College Team National Championships for the second year in a row.
By Chuck Sadowski
Reigning Champs
Above: The women’s  
gymnastics team was all 
smiles after winning the 
ECAC Championships for  
the second year in a row. 
Right: Niki Calderon gets  
a hug from a teammate. 
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Junior Lorraine Galow earned her third 
consecutive trip to the NCAA 1 Regional 
as an all-around competitor this season. 
Galow also helped UB to its second  
consecutive USAG National Team title. 
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While team records did not allow either the baseball or the softball team to advance to post-season 
play, several outstanding individual performances highlighted UB’s diamond doings this past spring.
By Chuck Sadowski
Outstanding individual performances 
highlight baseball and softball seasons
Lefty Bobby Swann earned 
Second Team All-East  
Coast Conference honors  
this season. 
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Catcher Tori Tenzyk (above) and 
utlity player Nicole Steiner (left) 
started all 46 games for the  
softball team this past season.
Senior first baseman Kevin  
Clements crosses the plate with  
a run for the Purple Knights. 
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